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PASTOR’S WORD

Right after Thanksgiving this year, and before we have finished our left-over turkey, Adventis here! A bit of fear
creeps into our very center — can it possibly be this close to Christmas? The reason for our fear is often our sense
that there is so much to be done before December 25%; we cannot possibly be ready! Readiness, of course, is one of
the liturgical points of the church season of Advent. It is the time in which we cast off the cultural mandate to rush
ahead and to do more and to buy more. In the season of Advent we can focus on making ourselves ready for what
God has in store for us. And God has a lot in store for us!

In our Scripture readings for these coming Sundays, we will listen once again to the prophets calling for God
to come and break through to the people. We will hear angels singing and shepherds praising God with awe in their
voices. And we hear Mary sing, declaring with praise that God casts down the mighty from their thrones and lifts up
the poor and broken-hearted.

Though we are busy in this season, I hope we can all take time to open our hearts to the newness God offers
and the wonder of it all. I am so thankful for the many ministries you all carry out, even in the busiest of times.
Blessings, Pastor Micki

Call to a Congregational Meeting
There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 7, following worship, to vote on the
proposed budget for 2026 recommended for approval by the Church Council.
A quorum is necessary to act on the proposal.

Chris Gyorsok, Clerk

Christmas Fair Information!
December 6, 2025

Parish House Sanctuary building
VENDORS VENDORS
Raffle Baskets Children’s Shopping Room
Attic Treasures Cookie Walk
Take out chili Creche display

Advent Study

o Soon and Very Soon, 2025's Advent Devotional from the Stillspeaking writers. The theme

N ' Very Soon acknowledges our need for radical hope, and encourages us to prepare for God's best.
/ & The devotional reflects the tenotr of Romans 13:11-12, “Salvation is nearer to us than
V i when we became believers. The night is far gone; the day is near.” You can order your

[

own PDF of the devotional at thepilgrimpress.com. Reading devotionals on your
. own and we will plan a time to discuss sometime in December.



GOOD NEWS! GOOD NEWS! GOOD NEWS!

e The Election Day Lunch, organized by Susan Saccardi, Lori Dufour, and Pastor Micki served guests at the
Parish House as well as a large group of folks working at the polls. Thanks for soups, bread, and desserts
from Nan Berry, Tracy Gray, Susan Saccardi, and Lori Dufour. Over $500 was made and proceeds donated
to the Cornwall Food and Fuel Bank. Thanks be to God!

e Many food items were brought to worship on Harvest Sunday and given to the Town Food Pantry. Thanks
be to God!

e Our children baked and sold loaves of bread (with your donations of supplies), raising over $300 for
Thanksgiving food items for 4 families. Thanks be to God!

e Over 90 cans of hearty soups were collected during worship for the Food Pantry. Thanks be to God!

e We also celebrated our bounty with the GROCERY BAG CHALLENGE! Many folks took a bag with a
list of needed items and filled it to give to the Town Food Pantry. Thanks be to God!

¢ On Sunday, Nov. 106, our congregation was honored to acknowledge the work of the volunteers of the
CVFD - firefighters, ambulance crew, and fire police — and one police officer — who joined us at our

invitation. Honorees included church members and those from beyond the church. We are grateful for
their work. Thanks be to God!

THE PLEDGE DRIVE...

...thanks to those who handed in a Pledge Card for the up-coming church year. Your generosity makes our
ministries possible. Thanks also for your gifts of time and talent; without your consistent efforts, there would be
no UCC in Cornwall. If you did not get your Pledge Card in, it is not too late! Please give it to Treasurer, Lisa
Keskinen or place it in the offering plate on Sunday. Extra cards are located outside the sanctuary or may be
obtained in the church office. Or you can email your pledging intentions to our bookkeeper, Stacey, at
bookkeeper@uccincornwall.org

In the Mailbag

Dear Congregation, Thank you so much for the great party that you provided for our residents. The muffins
were a huge success and the presents were PERFECT! Everyone was so happy! One of the residents wanted to thank
you personally so I've included her card too. Again, thank you so much! Tammy and Carlena — the Recreation Team

From a Geer resident: Thank you my friends at Church of Christ in Cornwall. My green blanket is so warm
and hair clips so cute. Doris

In response to our $200 donation to the Cornwall Food and Fuel Fund: Dear Friends, Thank you so much
for your continued support and hospitality. Sincerely Gordon Ridgway

Christmas Poinsettias Requested
Please contribute a poinsettia for the sanctuary. Purchase your own poinsettia and bring
it to the church on Saturday, December 20 by 2:00 p.m. Please leave these plants in the hallway
outside the Sanctuary along the wall. Sign the list on the podium found in the hall outside the
Sanctuary or call the church office (860-672-6840) to list in the bulletin those in whose memory
ot honor you are donating these to no later than December 17" for inclusion in the bulletin.

Christmas Card Mailing List
The Christmas card mailing list of members and friends who would enjoy hearing from us is available.
You’ll find it on the table in the hall outside the Sanctuary. Add another name or two to those to whom
you send Christmas greetings.
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Annual Community

Christmas Pageant

Saturday, December 20 7:30 p.m.
(snowdate: Sunday, December 21 at 2:00)
Children may bring a “White Gift” (a simple

toy wrapped in white paper) to be presented at the
end of the pageant. These gifts will be delivered to a
local shelter. Refreshments for all will be served in
the Parish House following. Help spread the word
about this ages-old Cornwall tradition; bring your
friends!

# e
FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND

CAROLS
A CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT
SERVICE

Two Services at 5:00 PM. and 8:00 PM.
North Cornwall Meeting House, 115 Town
Street
(Please note: there is no bathroom)

For more information call the church office at 860-672-6840

A Plue Christmas Service

December 10, 2025 at 7:00

Winchester Center UCC
1 West Road
Winchester Center

e

aaely Wreaths Across America

Wreath Laying
Saturday, Dec. 13

Cornwall Cemetery, noon

Sunday Dec. 14

after worship North Cornwall Cemetery

New Year’s Day Pancake Breakfast

A Yearly Tradition

January 1, 2026

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Parish House of the United Church of Christ

Traditional Buttermilk pancakes, sausage, real maple syrup, orange juice, coffee, cocoa, and tea will be served.
Proceeds will benefit the church outreach programs.

For more information please contact the church office at office@uccincornwall.org or call 860-672-6840. You
can reach Breakfast coordinator, William Schweizer, at williamschweizermd@gmail.com to volunteer for the many
tasks involved in hosting this breakfast: mixing, flipping bussing, dishes.
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Christmas Season Special Worship Opportunities at the UCC!

December 7 — Advent Sanctuary Prep Service: come help set Advent in motion as we learn about the various
seasonal traditions and decorate our trees with Crismons!

December 14 — Enjoying our traditional reading of the Innkeeper’s story — hearing about the birth of Jesus
from a whole different perspective!

December 21 — Christmas Worship._Why so early, you might wonder? It’s the closest Sunday to Christmas
Day! Of course, we will still have anticipatory worship on Christmas Eve, but we will have this particular Sunday to
celebrate the birth of Jesus. Hope you will join us for special choir music, wonderful hymns and Scripture all which
helps us with our preparations for Christmas near their peak!

SkokorRokokRokoskR kR ko Rk kokokkkokkkokkkokkkokokkok

The office will be closed from Dec. 24 — Jan. 2. It will reopen on Monday, Jan. 5.

Skokokskokkskokkkok kokokoskkokokskokoskkokokskokoskkokoskkokoskkokok >k

For contemplation:
One Solitary Life

He was born in an obscure village,
The child of a peasant woman.

He grew up in still another village,
Where he worked in a carpenter shop
Until he was thirty.

Then for three years

He was an itinerant preacher.

He never wrote a book.

He never held an office.

He never had a family or owned a house.

He didn’t go to college.

He never visited a big city.

He never traveled two hundred miles
From the place where he was born.
He did none of the things

One usually associates with greatness.
He had no credentials but himself.
He was only thirty-three

When the tide of public opinion turned
against him.

His friends ran away.

He was turned over to his enemies.

And went through the mockery of a trial.
He was nailed to a cross

Between two thieves.

While he was dying,

His executioners gambled for his clothing,
The only property he had on Earth.
When he was dead,

He was laid in a borrowed grave
Through the pity of a friend.

Twenty centuries have come and gone,
And today he is the central figure

Of the human race,

And the leader of mankind’s progress.
All the armies that ever marched,

All the navies that ever sailed,

All the parliament that ever sat,

All the kings that ever reigned,

Put together have not affected

The life of man on Earth

As much as that

One Solitary Life.
(By Dr James Allen Francis)

Check out our:
Website: y.uccincormyall.org Facebook: UCC in Cornwall (like our page!)
Instagram: uccincornwall Email: office@uccincornwall.otg
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